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and equipment with the leading 
American universities. Hart House, 
the social and recreational center of 
the university, contains assembly 
halls, libraries, a complete gym- 
nasium, dining halls and a well- 
equipped theater. 

The Royal Canadian Institute, 
Canada's oldest scientific society, is 
made up of professional, scientific 
and business men interested in scien- 
tific progress. Jointly with the Uni- 
versity of Toronto, this organization 
has made the arrangements for the 
meeting. 

Several Canadian scientific soci- 
eties will join with the American 
Association in its meeting, among 
them being the Royal Astronomical 
Society of Canada. The societies 
associated with the American Asso- 
ciation which will join in the Toronto 
meeting are: The American Mathe- 
matical Society, The Mathematical 
Association of America, The Ameri- 
can Physical Society, The American 
Meteorological Society, The Ameri- 
can Society of Zoologists, The En- 
tomological Society of America, The 
American Association of Economic 
Entomologists, The Botanical Society 
of America, The American Phyto- 
pathological Society, The American 
Society of Naturalists, The Ecologi- 
cal Society of America, The Ameri- 
can Microscopical Society, The 
American Nature-Study Society, The 
American Metric Association, The 
Society of American Foresters, The 
American Society for Horticultural 
Science, The Association of Official 
Seed Analysts, The Society of Sigma 
Xi, The Gamma Alpha Graduate 
Scientific Fraternity, and the Phi 
Kappa Phi Fraternity. 

THE AMERICAN ORNITHO- 
LOGISTS' UNION 
Ornithologists of the country 
gathered at Philadelphia from No- 
vember 8 to II to attend the thirty- 
ninth annual meeting of the Ameri- 
can Ornithologists' Union. Forty 



papers and eighteen reels of motion 
pictures were presented during the 
meeting and bird naturalists from as 
far away as Holland, England and 
the Pacific coast were in attendance. 

A large number of papers were 
about South American and tropica! 
birds, ranging in habitat from 
Panama to Patagonia. Bird banding 
in its various phases was considered 
in other papers and there was the 
usual quota of technical papers on 
bird names, life habits and history. 

The union recorded a net gain of 
264 members added to a membership 
which already at the beginning of the 
meeting numbered 1,350. 

Four American Ornithologists were 
given the highest honor that can be 
conferred upon them by their fellow 
workers when they were elected to 
fellowship in the union. The num- 
ber of fellows is limited to fifty, and 
with these four elections only one 
vacancy remains. Those honored 
were: Dr. W. H. Bergtold, an or- 
nithologist and practicing physician 
of Denver, Colorado ; Major Allan 
Brooks, of Okanagan, British Colum- 
bia ; James P. Chapin, American 
Museum of Natural History, New 
York City, and Dr. Glover M. Allen, 
Boston Society of Natural History. 

Five members, the grade of mem- 
bership next lower than fellow, were 
elected as follows : S. Prentiss Bald- 
win, expert on banding birds, Cleve- 
land, Ohio; George L. Fordyce, 
treasurer of the Wilson Ornitho- 
logical Club, Yourtgstown, Ohio ; 
F. C. Lincoln, Biological Survey, 
Washington, D. C. ; C. H. Rogers, 
Princeton University, and Dr. Casey 
A. Wood, Chicago. 

The entire quota of twenty-five 
honorary fellows from foreign lands 
was filled for the first time since 
1890 by the election of five foreign 
ornithologists. Fourteen correspond- 
ing fellows, all foreign, were also 
elected. 

Memorial addresses on three fel- 
lows who died during the past year 
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were delivered. The deceased fel- 
lows are : Dr. J. A. Allen, American 
Museum of Natural History, New 
York City; Charles B. Cory, Field 
Museum, Chicago, Illinois, and Wil- 
liam Palmer, U. S. National Museum, 
Washington, D. C. 

The Brewster Memorial Medal 
was awarded to Robert Ridgway, of 
the U. S. National Museum, for his 
work on the "Birds of North and 
Middle America," vol. 8, which in 
the judgment of the council was the 
most meritorious work on Ameri- 
can birds published during the last 
two years. This medal is to be 
awarded biennially, and this is the 
first award. 

A feature of the annual banquet 
was the appearance in costume of 
representatives of Alexander Wil- 
son, John James Audubon, and C. S. 
Rainesque, pioneer bird lovers who 
lived in Philadelphia in the early 
half of the nineteenth century. 

The following were elected offi- 
cers : Dr. Witmer Stone, Academy 
of Natural Sciences, Philadelphia, 
president; Dr. George Bird Grin- 
netl, New York City, and Dr. Jona- 
than Dwight, New York City, vice 
presidents; Dr. T. S. Palmer, Bio- 
logical Survey, Washington, D. C, 
secretary; and W. L. McAtee, Bio- 
logical Survey, treasurer. 

SUSPENSION OF GOVERN- 
MENT SCIENTIFIC PERI- 
ODICALS 
Important scientific periodicals of 
the Department of Agriculture have 
suspended publication owing to the 
failure of the Congress to give spe- 
cific authority for their continuance 
after December I, the date set by 
law for the death of all government 
periodicals not individually author- 
ized by the Congress. 

When the Congress adjourned 
without giving any committee author- 
ity to determine which periodicals 
should continue to appear, some 
forty-one publications issued by the 
government departments suspended 



publication, in most cas.es without 
any notice. 

From a scientific standpoint, of 
those that are suspended, four De- 
partment of Agriculture publications 
are the most important. The Ex- 
periment Station Record, with its 
concisely written abstracts of agri- 
cultural literature, knitted together 
the research activities of the univer- 
sities and agricultural experiment 
stations. The Journal of Agricultur- 
al Research was the medium for 
making public those researches that 
as yet would hardly be of general 
interest to the practical farmer. But 
in this journal have been announced 
some of the most important experi- 
mental work of the department and 
affiliated experiment stations. Me- 
teorology in all its phases was the 
field of the Monthly Weather Review, 
edited from the Weather Bureau. 
Public Roads had a circulation of 
4,000 copies a month and carried de- 
tails and research of the federal aid 
program to engineers and road build- 
ers. 

Four other Department of Agri- 
culture periodicals were doing a real 
service. The Weekly Neivs Letter, 
circulation 126,000, kept the 106,000 
collaborators and employees of the 
department in touch with its activi- 
ties and served to take current in- 
.1 formation to those especially interest- 
ed in agriculture. Weather data 
were carried promptly to 3,300 by the 
weekly National Weather and ' Crop 
Bulletin. The weekly Market Re- 
porter was published to give 11,200 
bankers, colleges, economists and 
others prompt data on live stock, 
grain, produce and other agricultural 
prices. The Monthly Crop Reporter, 
with an edition of 114,500, was sent 
to libraries and organizations inter- 
ested in agricultural estimates, but 
the bulk of the edition went to col- 
laborators of the department who aid 
in compiling crop statistics. 

By suspending the forty-one gov- 
ernment periodicals, it has been esti- 
mated that from $500,000 to 



